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Infection Prevention and Control Department

Guidance for the Provision of Clinical Hand Wash Basins

Hand Washbasins

All areas in which patients are seen must be fitted with a clinical wash hand basin.

New clinical hand wash basins must be compliant with HTM 64 and be:

· Be accessible

· Be fitted with wall mounted cartridge or single use pump dispensed soap dispensers

· Have disposable paper hand towels fitted in an appropriate dispenser

· Be fitted with elbow operated mixer taps, with the elbow operator set at 45 degrees of angle to the wall

· Be used solely for the purposes of hand washing, hence in some areas an additional deep sink may be required e.g. Sluice areas long term inpatient units where patients require their own sink, decontamination rooms.
· Not have a plug or overflow

· Not have the taps aligned directly over the drain aperture

· Have waterproof splash backs which are easily cleaned.
· Be situated with sufficient space to accommodate a waste bin next to the sink

· Consideration to hands free taps should be given in planning of hand hygiene facilities in high risk area.

An example of an appropriate clinical hand wash basin is provided below as guidance:
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